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CAPE TOWN EOR EMBASSY 

E. O. II652:GDS 
TAGS: PEOR,ECON, XX 

SUBJECT: RAMPHAL ON THE COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 

1. EMBASSY OFEICER SAW COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL 

RAMPHAL AND HIS POLITICAL ADVISER MONI MALHOUTRA ON 
JUNE 3 EOR A DESCRIPTION OP HOW THEY EXPECT NEXT WEEK'S 
COMMONWEALTH CONPERENCE TO UNFOLD. RAMPHAL SAID THE 
CONPERENCE IS PRACTICALLY WITHOUT STRUCTURE AND ALWAYS 
INPORMAL, BUT HE SUGGESTED THE 

TALKS WOULD BE DOMINATED BY TWO MAIN ISSUES: SOUTHERN 
APRICA AND THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE. 

2. RAMPHAL SAID THE DISCUSSION OP SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
PROBLEMS, WHICH WILL BE INTRODUCED BY KENNETH KAUNDA, 

IS BOUND TO BE EMOTIONAL IN LIGHT OP SMITH'S RECENT 
INCURSION INTO MOZAMBIQUE. HE COMPLIMENTED THE 

US AND UK ON THEIR HANDLING OP THE RECENT CRISIS. 

BUT, RAMPHAL SAID, THE TONE OP RELATIVE MODERATION THAT 
CHARACTERIZED THE MAPUTO CONFERENCE WILL LIKELY GIVE 
WAY TO MORE MILITANT DEMANDS BY THE AFRICAN LEADERS. 

THE COMMONWEALTH SANCTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT ON OIL 
WILL ADD PUEL TO THE FIRE. 
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3. A RELATED ISSUE MORE SPECIFICALLY TIED TO THE 
COMMONWEALTH ORGANIZATION, RAMPHAL WENT ON, IS THE 
QUESTION OP SPORTS EXCHANGES WITH SOUTH AFRICA. NEW 
ZEALAND PRIME MINISTER MULDOON IS UNLIKELY TO RECANT 
ON HIS COUNTRY'S POLICY, AND CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER 
TRUDEAU IS THEREPORE LIKELY TO PRET AT THE PROSPECT 

THAT THE COMMONWEALTH GAMES IN EDMONDTON WILL COLLAPSE. 
EVEN THOUGH THE ISSUE MIGHT APPEAR PERIPHERAL, 

MALHOUTRA ADDED, IT WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHARGED 
ATMOSPHERE. 

4. RAMPHAL EXPLAINED THAT NOT ENOUGH DUST HAS 
SETTLED ON THE PARIS CIEC MEETINGS TO PREDICT HOW THE 
NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE WILL PARE DURING THE CONPERENCE. 

HE WAS NOT SANGUINE, HOWEVER, AND SPECULATED THAT THE 
NIGERIANS "COULD BE DIPPICULT." 

5. RAMPHAL SAID HE REGRETTED NYERERE WOULD NOT BE IN 
ATTENDANCE. HE SAID KAUNDA HAD TOLD HIM THAT NYERERE 
HAD "SERIOUS DOMESTIC PROBLEMS." 
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